
Practical English: Learning and Teaching          IIT Kanpur

Assignment 31 
 

Please watch Lesson 31 before attempting this assignment.

We will  take  two seeds  out  of  16  shown on  the  slide  “Major Forms of
Sentences”: seventh in the first column (active) and fourth in the second (passive),
namely 

(A) “[Wh..] + have/has / had / will have + we/I/he + [not] + given …?”
and

(B) “We/I/He + are/am/is / were/was  + [not] + being + given … .”

for expansion. Construct your own sentences (36 for seed A and 12 for seed B)
to illustrate all the cases that may arise out of these two seeds.  The main
verbs  (replacing  'give'  in  the  examples  on  the  slide)  to  be  used  in  your
sentences are given in the tables below.



Try to use, to the extent possible, subjects other than living beings, avoiding (whenever possible)
even tangible material entities, in place of “we” (standing for a general plural subject) and “he”
(standing for a general singular subject) in the seed.   [Only “I” as a subject in its place is
irreplaceable.]   See two examples below.

Plural subject:

Severe   conditions   of the peak Indian summer     made the Swiss patient sick.

Singular subject:

Will    the   leadership   of a member of the royal family    succeed in uniting the people?

Verbs for seed A (PAI: Perfect tense, Active voice, Interrogative)

Binary questions (without wh-word)

Subject Present Past Future

Plural without 'not' 1. achieve 2. assess 3. avoid

Plural with 'not' 4. board 5. bounce 6. breed

“I” without 'not' 7. build 8. conclude 9. continue

“I” with 'not' 10. convey 11. count 12. create

Singular without 'not' 13. decide 14. deduce 15. defeat

Singular with 'not' 16. delay 17. float 18. forfeit



Query questions (with wh-word)

Subject Present Past Future

Plural without 'not' 19. furnish 20. grow 21. guide

Plural with 'not' 22. heal 23. hoard 24. imagine

“I” without 'not' 25. join 26. marry 27. mourn

“I” with 'not' 28. need 29. object 30. pause

Singular without 'not' 31. peel 32. pierce 33. plan

Singular with 'not' 34. pursue 35. quench 36. raid

Verbs for seed B (CPP and CPN: Continuous, Passive voice, Positive/Negative)

Positive Negative

Subject Present Past Present Past

Plural 37. rescue 38. reserve 39. ruin 40. split

“I” 41. tear 42. train 43. transfer 44. translate

Singular 45. treat 46. view 47. worship 48. yield


