Subbarao, Kohli felicitated at II'T-K

Fmedom to wo*rk has helped H Tmns CNR PG courses:

Fehrmryll

FREEDOM to work and oppor-
tunithes given to students at the
Indian Institate of Technology
Eanpur (IIT-K) to shape their in-
mvative ideas, led them to earn
a name at the international lev-
el. A large number of students
of UT-KE were found in almost
all the developed and the devel-
oping countries of the world.

This was stated by an emi-
nent seientist and Chairman of
the Board of Gowvernors of IIT-K
D CHE Bao at a felicitation cer-
emony of two sciendists at the
irstitute here today,

The two scientists, including
professor EC Subbarao and
Fakir Chand Kohli, were award-
o the title of "Honorary Fel-
lowship' for their contributions
in their respective fields and to-
warnds the instifube.

The chairman said about 80
per cent of students of the
Chemistry Department of the
Institute were enjoyving key po-
sitions in Multinational companies abroad. Many of
thiem even et up their own companies, he added.

Professor Rao stressed upon the need for a better pe-
lationship among the faculty, students and alumni for

lITs asked to help ‘poorer’ cousins

PROFESSOR EC Subbarao stressed upon the
need to extend undergraduate engineering
courses in the country to meet fofure demands
of the fast growing technology sector. He said
the existing number of technical persons was
quite negligible to meet the future challenges.
Professor Subbarao was speaking at his felicita-
tion ceremony at the IIT-K. He suggested that
premier institutes like IITs should provide as-
sistance to colleges, which lacked sophisticated
engineering infrastructure, so that the academ-
ic discrimination could be reduced.

He further said system of e-classes be intro-
duced so that lectures delivered by eminent sci-
entists and professors could be shared by stu-
dents of other institutes in the country. He also
expressed his concern over the slow progress of
post-graduate engineering education.

HTC, Kanpur

HT
Prof EC Subbarao (cantre) baing felicitated at a function in IT-K on Saturday.

ensuring a fast paceof academic excellence. He praised
the students for their loyvalties and commitment to-
wards their duty

Earlier, welcoming the guests, ITT-K director of the Dr
Sanjay G Dhande said the Institute introduced the now-
el idea of felicitating its alummni and the people who
achieved excellence in their field of research and de-
velopment. He said the proposal to this effect had been
approved by the Board of Governors.

Professor Eleswaru Chenni Subbarao who had been
abroad had joined the Metallurgical Engineering De-
partment of the IIT-K in 1963.

He had established the inter-disciplinary Material
Science Programme at the Institute and has been the
first convenaor for four years. He has been the founder
director of Tata Research, Design and Development
Center (TRDDC), Pune.

Dr Subbarao is known for his contribution towards
the development of DNA-based diagnostic kit for fu-
berculosis and maturing of a software foundry with
software tools to facilitate automatic code peneration
with a higher gain in productivite

Fakir Chand Kohli is regarded as the guiding spirit
of Indian software Industry He has been the general
manager of Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) and at
present hi: is the senior advisor to the TCS and several
other prestigions I'T-based industries..

Besides several awards, Kohli was also given Padam
Bhuashan in 2002,

IiTs must pull

THE
Institutes  of
Technology -
(IITs) have no
doubt, produced
world-class un-
dergraduate en-
gineers but at
the post-gradu-
ate lewvel, these
institutions
have to labour
to improve the
guality of edu-
cation.

This was stat- HT
ed by Fakir FC Kohliatthe felic-
Chand Kohli in - itation function.
his address, af-
ter being felicitated by the IIT-K here
on Satarday He warned that if serious
thought to improve the post-graduoate
education scenario was not given, the
country would face acute shortage of
qualified engineers by 2010. /

He =aid the present scenario re-
quired postgraduates with high inno-
vative skills to compete in the world
and to meet the requirement of con-
sumers and the industry alike, He
added it was very discouraging to note
that very few students go for post-grad-
uate degree and for. research and de-
velopment-oriented courses or pro-
grammes. Even out of the total num-
ber of undergraduate engineers,
which the IITs produce, more than 50
per cent rush abroad for better
prospects, while half of the remaining
students take up their own business.
Only a very small number of engi-
neers go to prestigious industries of
the sountry

Citing an example he said, if a good
number of highly research-oriented
electrical engineers had worked with
the power sector, there would have
been tremendous progress. According
to reports it was found that none of
the PG electrical engineers prefermed
working in the power sector during
the past 10 years, he said.




Rao shares ideas
with students

HT Correspondent
Kanpur, February 11

ABOUT 2000 students of different schools from
Class IX-XII had a unigue experience in listening
to noted scientist CNR Rao. Dr Rao discussed the
simple methods of learning science subjects
with young students.

Dr Rao emphasised on the need to developa |
sense of keen observation and understanding
among students through simple experiments
and relating day-to-day experiences with scien-
tific principles.

He said almost all scientists had learnt new
things in nature through observations. Students
of science should keep their eyes and ears open,
he said. He advised students that mugging solu-
tions would not help them to have a clear concept
of scientific principles. He also asked them to be
in touch with nature.

Dr Rao’s lecture was telecast live. The arrange-
ment for it was made by a team from IIT-E.

Earlier, Indumati Rao addressed the tiny tots
at the Opportunity School, which is managed by
a society under her supervision. The school pro-
vides education to physically and financially
handicapped children.
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IIT-K felicitates

former teachers
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Prof EC Subbarao (R) being felicitated
by CNR Rao at lIT-K on Saturday.

Times NEws NETWORK

Kanpur: The Indian Institute of Tech-
nology-Kanpur (IIT-K) on Saturday fe-
licitated two of its former professors,
saying they were also the alumni of the
institute. Board of Governors chair-
man CNR Rao said that this was to ac-
knowledge their contribution in the
building of brand-IIT.

Professors EC Subbarao and FC
Kohli were felicitated in the presence of
several faculty members of IIT-K. Sub-
barao had joined IIT-K in 1963 as head

of metallurgical engineering and be-
came the first dean of faculties in 1967-
72. At present, he is working as chief
consulting advisor at Tata Research De-
velopment and Design Centre.

Kohli, at present working in Tata
Consultancy, is popularly known as ‘Fa-
ther of Indian Software Industry’. Au-
thorities said that Kohli had always
had a soft corner for I[IT-K and wasas a
mentor and patron of the institute.

Felicitating the two, Rao said that
only former students should not be con-
sidered alumni, but former teachers
also deserve equal love and affection
from their alma mater.

Rao claimed that 75 per cent of all

‘chemists in the country belong to IIT-

K’s chemical engineering department.

On a humorous note, director SG
Dhande said that it had been a tradi-
tion of IIT-K not to start any alumni
function on time and this was the rea-
son why this function also started late.

He said, “it’s a pleasure for us that
every time we get best brains of the
country as students, they are further
groomed by even better brains of
teachers.”

The two professors were given a
shawl, memento and a silk tie.
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Learning science: Chairman of board of gov-
ernors of [ITs CNR Rao explained easy methods
of learning science to schoolchildren of class 7,
8 and 9 in a session on ‘Learning Sciences’ at
IIT-K on Saturday. His wife Indumati Rao, also
delivered lectures to 1,500 students from 35
schools of the city.
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