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Course Description:

This course is designed for undergraduate students to provide an overview of the
significant ideas in Indian grammatical traditions. The primary focus of the course is to
highlight the distinct grammatical thought of India basing on the texts from the Vedic,
Classical Sanskrit, Prakrits, medieval Indian grammars to the grammars of modern Indian
languages. The course introduces the Vedic corpus relevant to the grammatical thought:
the Pratisakhyas, Siksas, Nirukta, Vyakarana, and other pre-Paninian grammarians. The
course lays special emphasis on the selected ideas from Paninian Grammar: Astadhyayi
by introducing the basics of the grammar through actual interpretation and translation of
few sitras. The course offers an outline of the Paninian tradition: the 7rimuni, and the
philosophical issues, linguistic debates in Bhartrhari, other sastra traditions. The course
goes on to trace the influence of Paninian grammar on other Sanskrit grammars, Prakrit
grammars, and later (medieval and modern) grammars of Indic and Dravidian langauges
too. It is in this sense a course in intellectual history of Indian grammatical thought. The
course briefly discusses the influence the Indian grammatical tradition exerted on early
Modern Linguistics through some selected common concerns like: prescriptivism vs.
descriptivism, form vs. function, variationism, basic units of linguistic analysis: phoneme
(varna, aksara), morpheme (prakrti-pratyaya), zero (the it-zero in Panini) etc. The course
familiarises students with the diverse linguistic-grammatical heritage of India, making
cases for both its unity and plurality.

A) Objectives:

To introduce students to the major texts and thinkers in the Indian grammatical
tradition, from the Vedic period to modern grammars, and to provide an overview of
their distinctive contributions.

To develop a basic working familiarity with selected ideas and techniques of Panini’s
Astadhyayi, including practical interpretation of stitras and understanding their
relevance in broader linguistic debates.

To trace the intellectual history and influence of Indian grammatical thought—its role
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in shaping later Sanskrit, Prakrit, and modern Indic/Dravidian grammars, as well as its
resonance with themes in modern linguistics.
To cultivate critical appreciation of the plurality and continuity in India’s linguistic-
grammatical heritage.

B) Contents (preferably in the form of 5 to 10 broad titles):

SI. Broad Title Topic No. of

No lectures
The Vedic corpus Outline of the Vedic literature, oracy in the tradition, veda 3

.| relevant to and loka, sacredness, nityata and apauraseyta: extent and
language and critique, the Pratisakhyas, the six Vedangas: Stksa,
grammar Vyakarana, Nirukta, Kalpa, Jyotisa, Chandas, Linguistic

analysis assumed in Padapatha, Aindra grammar
Pre-Paninian Sakatayana (radical derivationism) vs. Gargya (givenness of

2 grammarians some words, autpattikatva), the different ideas, objectives of | 2
the pre-Paninian grammarians.

Panini and the The Paninian texts: Astadhyay1 (stitrapatha), ganapatha,

3 Paniniyas dhatupatha. The trimuni tradition: Panini, Katyayana 5
(varttikas) and Patafijali (Mahabhasya). The commentatorial
literatrue and the tradition: some commnetaries and their
significance.

Panini’s texts and | The metalanguage, brevity, techniques of brevity: the

4 their structure anubandha system, ittva, stitra-syntax; the six types of stitras | 5
with instances, siitra-ordering, the overall structure of
Astadhyayl.

5. Panini’s ideas Ancient Indian Phonetics: the Mahe$varasutras, prtyaharas,

through specific the idea of it elision, concrete instances from sandhi-sitras,

sttras the extent of the idea of pratyahara — the verbal and the 5
nominal suffixes, the Prakrti-pratyaya vibhaga, the
morphosyntax of Sanskrit through Paninian siitras, the
meanining conditions as a semantic component.

6. Philosophy of Bhartrhari’s philosophy of language in Vakyapadiya, the
language through idea of sphota, the grammatico-philosophical issues in 5
Paninian tradition | linguistic analysis: semnatics the verbal tense and modal

system in Kaundabhatta’s lakararthanirnaya,
7. Non-Paninian Sarvavarman (Kanthanga/Katantra), Candragomin (Candra
grammars Vyakarana), Devanandin (Jainendra Vyakarana),
Sakatéyana, Bhoja (Sarasvati-Kantha-Bharana),
Hemacandra (Siddha-hemacandra)
5

Prakrit grammars: Prakrtaprakasa — by Vararuci
(traditionally identified with Katyayana, though this is
debated), Prakrtalaksana — by Markandeya (date uncertain,
medieval), Siddha-Hemacandra (Sabdanu$asana) portions
on Prakrit and Apabhrarh§a — by Hemacandra (12th c., Jain
polymath), Prakrtasarvasva — by Namisadhu (around 11th—
12th c.)




Ancient Tamil Grammar: Tolkappiyam, its comparison with
Panini’s grammar. Kannada: Kavirajamarga, Telugu:
Andhragabdacintamani,

8. Sociolinguistic Socio-historical contexts of the grammars: The shifting 4
issues centres of aryavarta: from Sindhu to Ganga, the dynamics
of Sanskrit and Prakrits in ancient and early medieval,
society through Natyasastra, epics and Puranas
Sacredness, nityata, degenerative sense of history, the idea
of sadhusabda, veda-loka,
Panini as a variationist: va, vibhdsa, anyatarasyam, the
sociohistorical contexts of Sanskrit grammars and the
grammarians, contextualising Patafjali’s vyakarana-
prayojanas, the place of Sanskrit alongside Prakrits.
9. Vyakaranéastra in | Conceptual Foundations: Shared concern: Sabda 5
conversation with | (word), artha (meaning), vakya (sentence),
other ¢astras Vyakarana’s view of language as autonomous vs.
(mainly Nydya and Nyaya/quamsa s view of language as an instrument
o for cognition and dharma.
Mimarhsa) and
disciplines: NLP, Adaptive reuse: concepts across $astras
Modern
Linguistics Modern Linguistics: comparing concepts like
morpheme, phoenme, zero etc.
NLP/Computational Linguistics and Panini: Simulation
of Astadhyayi, takeaways for computational
Linguistics
Total 39

C) Pre-requisites, if any (examples: a- PSO201A,0r b- PSO201A or equivalent): None

D) Short summary for including in the Courses of Study Booklet

ENG1XX This undergraduate course surveys major ideas in Indian grammatical traditions, from
the Vedic corpus and pre-Paninian grammarians to classical Sanskrit, Prakrit, and modern
language grammars. Special emphasis is placed on Panini’s Astadhyayi, with hands-on
interpretation of selected stitras, the Trimuni tradition, and linguistic debates in Bhartrhari and
other $§astras. The course traces Panini’s influence on later Sanskrit, Prakrit, and Dravidian
grammars, framing grammar as intellectual history. It also highlights resonances with early
modern linguistics on issues like prescriptivism vs. descriptivism, form vs. function, and basic
linguistic units. Students gain familiarity with India’s diverse yet interconnected grammatical

heritage.
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