Indo-German research council to be set up

By Akhilesh Kumar Singh/TNN

Kanpur: Directors of the seven In-
dian Institutes of Technology (II'Ts)
and vice-presidents of nine techno-
logical universities of Germany
have decided to set up an Indo-Ger-
man Joint Research Council to or-
ganise seminars and workshops on
various emerging areas.

At a high-profile meeting at the
[OT-Kanpur here on Monday, the ex-
perts decided that in addition to or-
ganising seminars and workshops,
the proposed council would also con-
sider joint research projects for fund-
ing. The German and Indian profes-
sors are expected to formulate proj-
ect proposals based on mutual inter-
est of the collaborating groups, [IT-K
director Professor Sanjay Govind
Dhande told The Times of India.
Dhande presided over the meeting.

Other IIT directors present in the
meeting were Surendra Prasad (II'T-
Delhi), Ashok Mishra (IIT-Bombay),
SK Dubey (HT-Kharagpur) and Prem
Vrat (IIT-Roorkie). [IT-Guwahati di-

that the estimated annual expenses
of the council would be around Rs 3
crore. The experts also felt that the
German Academic Exchange Ser-
vice (DAAD), Department of Sci-

rector Gautam Barua and
his [IT-Madras counter-
part M Anant were repre-
sented by their senior fac-
ulty members Sahasra
Budhe and Shant Kumar
respectively. Prof Norbert
Henze of University of
Karlsruhe was the head of

ence and Technology
(DST, India) and the IIT
system (through a special
MHRD grant) could be the
partners for financial ad-
ministration of the Coun-
cil.

Dhande said that stu-
dents and faculty ex-

the German delegation.

“Under the aegis of the proposed
council, some fixed number of proj-
ects would be funded after a careful
scrutiny The council would need a
separate budget for supporting the
seminars/workshops and other
such projects,” said Dhande. He said

change programmes
would be governed by the proposed
council according to the need of the
projects. Such exchanges will be fo-
cused, need-based and most impor-
tantly, the purpose and period of
stay of the scientists in the foreign
countries would be extremely well

defined, he added.

However, the proposed body
would prioritise some areas for
funding. The priorities are expected
to change in every three years. Cur-
rently, railway and transportation
engineering, experimental methods
in engineering, generation and dis-
tribution of energy, computational
mechanics, biological science and
bio-engineering, information and
communication technology and en-
vironmental engineering would be
the priority areas.

The meeting also discussed the
frontiers of Indo-German engineer-
ing programmes. “The frontiers of
engineering is the right forum to
brainstorm the need of high-quality
inter-disciplinary efforts in the proj-
ects involving technology develop-
ment,” said IIT-K director.
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